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CHINLING UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Further information on the union of the eleven theological schools in East China 
has been received. It is all housed in the campus of the Bible Teachers Training School 
in Nanking, as evidently the old Nanking Theological Seminary compound has been 
taken over for some other use. One report speaks of it as “rented out”. The BTTS 
faculty residence is now Administration Building and the main building alongside it 
is for instruction. Boys have the west dormitory, and girls the east, and they all eat 
in the dining hall in between. : 

As to faculty, most of the old NTS faculty has been retained, including Andrew Cheng 
C. S. Hsieh, Samuel Chu, Lillian Huang, Chen Cheh-ming, Chu Pao-hui, Wang Chih-hsin, 
Chang Shih-hsin, and staff members such as Chen Lien and Hsu I-chun. From the old 
BITS, Marcia Wang, Caroline Chen and Ch'in Hsiang-heng. From the Episcopal Church 
~ Shen Tzu-kao and Wei Hsi-pen (former pastor of All Saints Church, Shanghai) are on 
the faculty. Kao T’ien-hsi comes from South Fukien, Lin Kuang-yung and Yang Cheng- 
t'ai from Foochow, Ting Yu-chang from the North China Theol. Sem., Han Pei-teh from 
Hangchow, and Wu Chi-chung from the Baptist Seminary, Shanghai. Ling Shun-yang 
(first and last characters same as in Henry Lin’s name. Is he a brother?) is the 
treasurer. Others whom we have not identified include Wang Hsiu-yen, Liu Yueh-ch’- 
ien, Ch'iu Yu-yuan, Sun Han-shu, Teng T'ien-hsi, Tsang An-tang, Lo Shih-ch'i, Hsieh 
Hsueh-ju, Ch’en Shih-i, Chen Tuan-kuei, Ch'ao Hung-hsiang, Liu Wan-ying, Pao Chueh- 
hsien. 

In the inauguration exercises on Nov. 1, V. T. Wu emphasized that the school is 
now under the control and direction of the national Three Self Reform Committee. 
Three members of the Nanking Reform Committee, Mr. Ch’en Ho-ch’in the Chairman, 
Rev. Luther Shao the Vice-chairman, and Rev. Shih Hsin-san a member, all pledged the 
support of the Nanking churches for the new enterprise. 


The subjects for study are listed in detail. There is a three year course for Senior 
Middle School graduates, a three year course of lower grade, probably for Junior Middle 
School graduates, and a two year refresher course for church workers. The number 
of hours per week for most classes is about 24, of which all but four are the regular 
Bible, theology, church history, and practical work courses. Every student takes three 
hours a week of “politics”, all taught by the same man, Hsu Ju-lui, probably a govern- 
ment appointee. In addition he must do an hour a week of “practical work”. But in 
the regular theological field, when students are taking OT courses with such teachers 
as Lin Kuang-yung, Kao T’ien-hsi, and Marcia Wang, NT with Andrew Cheng, theology 
with Bishop Shen Tzu-kao and Ting Yu-chang, and homiletics with Samuel Chu, they 
are getting a good preparation for the work of the ministry. Wei Hsi-pen teaches two 
coursgegon Sheng Kung Hui doctrine and worship, which are required of Sheng Kung 
Hui students, and elective for others. Liu Wan-ying is teaching a beginning and an 
advanced course in NT Greek, and Kao T’ien-hsi a course in Hebrew. The only English 
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is a two hour elective course taught by Dr. C. S. Hsieh. Lillian Huang teaches Church 
Music. Bishop Shen is chairman of the Worship Committee, which has charge of the 
chapel and other worship activities. 


The newly organized school has already printed a new supplementary hymnbook, 
to be used along with Hymns of Universal Praise, to provide additional songs required 
by some of the constituent units in the union. This would probably be of the gospel 
song nature. 

Wu Chi-chung, formerly Shanghai Baptist Seminary president, tells how his 
thoughts about the union developed through five stages. 1. Before the setting up meet- 
ing last August, he was strongly determined to keep his own Seminary separate. 
2. After discussion within his own faculty, they agreed to combine with other Baptist 
seminaries, but no others. 3. When the setting up meeting began, he saw the need for 
a wider union, but urged two centers, Nanking and Shanghai. 4. He finally agreed that 
it should ail be one center, but tried hard to get that center to be Shanghai. 6. Finally 
the logic of the situation led him to agree to Nanking as the center. At the time of 
writing he had been in Nanking two weeks, and was now convinced that it was the 
hand of God which had led them there. 


He is particularly impressed with the brotherly spirit everywhere evident. Two of 
the faculty voluntarily moved to residences farther away to give place to newcomers 
with high blood pressure or weak legs. When some of the newcomers objected to the 
cross on the chapel altar, it was removed and placed in a smaller worship room where 
those who wish can still use it. 

One student writes that during his past two years in a Seminary in Shanghai (he 
does not state which one), he was depressed by the fact that the number of students 
was daily decreasing, and it seemed hard to find one who was truly consecrated to the 
work of the Lord. Now in this new environment, among hopeful and eager students 
intent on studying the Bible and preparing for the work of preaching the gospel, he has 
renewed his consecration and his hopefulness. Another student writes how thrilled he 
was when these students, from so many different seminaries and churches, sang together 

We are not divided, 
All one body we. 


CHURCH REFORM IN HUNAN 20 


Chang I-fan, Vice- chairman of the Hunan Three-self Reform Committee, has an 
article in the December Hsieh Chin Two Years of the Three Self Reform Movement in 
Hunan”. He states that the movement began in 1950 under the guidance of the National 
Reform Committee, and has worked out from Changsha until now every important hsien 
has its branch committee, and the less important places their subsidiary organizations 
for promoting political studies. 

He divides the history of these two years into four periods. 


1. Sept.-Dec., 1950. At the beginning of this period church control was still in 
the hands of imperialists, and there was strong resistance to the appeal for Three Self 
Reform which Y. T. Wu had published in July. A group calling themselves the Union 
of Christian Institutions put out a paper in which they claimed that the imperialistic use 
of churches and institutions was only a sporadic abuse by individuals, and did not truly 
characterize the movement asa whole. Others, under the cloak of a “spiritual religion”, 
decried this interest in political questions. Nevertheless, under the leadership of the 
National Committee, the patient help of the government, and in response to the demand 
cf the people, many church leaders during this period abandoned their prejudices, es- 
pecially uniting in opposing Austin’s shameless statement. 


2. Dec. 1950-July, 1951. With the cutting off of all financial and personal 
connections with imperialist countries in Dec., 1950, the Chinese Church came for the 
first time into the hands of Chinese Christians. The imperialist missionaries were now 
slinking off to Hongkong, “with their tails between their legs”. During this time the 
number of political studies groups in the churches of Changsha increased from four 
to sixteen. Thirty accusation meetings were held. In June the Hunan Synod of the 
CCC met, and with representatives of Lutheran, Episcopal, Methodist, CIM, and Advent 
churches also present, officially set up the Hunan Preparatory Reform Committee. At 
the same time teams were appointed to visit Iyang, Hsiangyin, P’ing-chiang, and Shao- 
yang, to organize the Reform in these places. 


3. July- Dec., 1951. Now that the Reform Committee was officially established, 
à determined effort was made to root out all false and superficial “Three Self” thinking, 

which did not have a proper political basis, and the escapism of “spiritual religion”. 
Under this intensified study, many church leaders came to have a more “positive” view, 
and to understand what the true Three Self Reform is. An imperialist exhibit in 
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Changsha did much to “open the eyes” of church members to the poison that had come 
to them through the churches. 


4. The year 1952. This year saw an intensification of the denunciation move- 
ment, whereby such reactionary elements as Kung Tan-ch'iu were expelled from the 
church. The church was reorganized, so that it became more democratically responsive 
to the will of the people. Visiting teams stirred up the churches in Yuanchiang, 
Ninghsiang, Hsiangt’an, Hengyang and Lingling. In September a study course for 
preachers in Changsha brought in over fifty preachers from other places in the province. 

a The second section of this article summarizes the results of the past two years. 
They are as follows: 


1. Pastors and church members have an increased understanding of the way 
in which American aggression has used religion. 


2. An appreciation of the purpose of the “peace-loving nations and of China's 
oneness with them. At first, he says, there was considerable opposition to Mao Tse- 
tung’s motto I Pien Tao (Leaning to one side, that is, to Russia), and those who opposed 
it set up the motto Leaning Toward Christ Only. But they have now come to realize 
that that was just an indirect way of expressing their own reactionary sentiments. 


— almost all the Christians in Changsha are members of the Sino-Soviet Friendship 
ubs. 


3. The poison of American imperialism, and all reactionary elements, are being 
driven out of the churches. A perverted view of Scripture led some to think that the 
Christian life was above politics”. But such reactionaries as Calvin Chao ond Hsu 
Ssu-hsioh are now discredited. He notes that at the beginning there was strong op- 
position to the government program, especially among young Christians. 


4. The base of the Three Self Movement has been broadened. Since the main 
work of the Three Self Movement has been the accusation meetings, he speaks here of 
the opposition to these meetings. Some said, To ‘reform’ the Church is to destroy the 
faith”. Others said, To hold an accusation meeting is to defile the church“. 

The third section discusses frankly the defects in the past two year’s work. These 
boil down to ‘formalism’. All the machinery of reform committees is set up, and then 
nothing happens. Even the provincial Reform Committee has in it too much of 


— this spirit. 
0 — The fourth section is entitled The Lessons of Experience. These are: 1. Nothing 


will be accomplished in the Reform Movement without close dependence on the Govern- 
ment. 2. Only by stirring up the people to real accusation meetings can the Reform 
Movement be carried through. 


The fifth and final section is a program for action. It urges: 1. Continue to hold 
accusation meetings. 2. Stir up the outlying counties. 3. Increase patriotic study. 
4. Expose the imperialistic perversions of Bible interpretation. 5. Continue to pres 
for Manifesto signatures. 


On the whole the tone of the article seems to be one of dissatisfaction that so little 
has been accomplished. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Evangelical Lutheran missionory Dr. Casper C. Skinsnes has written an interesting 
account of his experiences as a medical misSionary under the title of Sealpel and Cross 
in Honan, published by the Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis ($3.50). He is now 
practicing at Danforth, Illinois. 


Mrs. James Endicott’s book on their recent Peace Conference trip to China will be 
entitled Five Stars Over China. Publication is expected shortly. 


James Endicott received the International Stalin Peace Prize in 1952. His News- 
letter for January 1953 announces that the Endicotts will use the $25,000.00 of the 
prize to establish a “Canadian Peace House”. These prizes were instituted in 1949 in 
honor of Stalin’s 70th birthday, and are awarded annually to those who, from the 
Soviet point of view, have contributed most to peace during the previous year. Madame 
Sun Yat-sen was a recipient in 1950, and Kuo Mo-jo in 1951. 


CHURCH NEWS 


The New China News Service makes a point of reporting how joyfully the Christian 
churches in Peking observed Christmas. Over 3,000 Catholics were present at the North 
Cathedral Christmas Eve Midnight Mass, and over 2,000 of them joined in the communion 
service. In the Episcopal Mesbyterian (sic) Church there was a candlelight service, 
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